
 

 

The Monroe Co SWCD appreciates ALL past, present and future contributions!  

Our involvement in the community through education, activities and awards  

are made possible with your assistance. Volunteers welcome! 

To continue your financial support, please send donations to:  

Monroe Co SWCD 

1701 S B St. Ste. 100   Albia, Iowa   52531 

Thank You For Your Support! 

Monroe County SWCD Soil and Water Conservation Achievement Award 

2020 Jim Delaney  2019 Denny Cason  2018 Charles & Rosemary Scott, and Paul Loucks  

We are very proud of all Monroe County Award Winners!  
Congratulations as they progress in their education, careers, and agricultural endeavors! 

Monroe County SWCD Scholarship 
2021 Nick Heffron 2020 Lauren Kaldenberg, Abby Peterson and Curtis Clark  

2019 Jer McAninch 2018 Tyler Stringfellow, Logan Hatfield, and Joe Beary - Region 9 Scholarship Recipient  

SWCD Commissioner 
Mervin McDanel, with 
Paul Loucks  

SWCD Commissioner Mervin 
McDanel, with Charles &     
Rosemary Scott, and SWCD 
Commissioner, Bob Scott  

SWCD Commissioner 
Mervin McDanel, with 
Denny Cason 

SWCD Commissioner Don Neibuhr,  
with Jim Delaney and son, Matthew, 
and IDALS Soil Conservation    
Technician, Ron Peterson 

The Ruth Wagner Award began in 2001 to honor Soil and Water Conservation District Assistant Commissioners.    
Johnson Co SWCD gives the award in memory and honor of Ruth Wagner, who served the Johnson SWCD for 53 
years. Colleen Putnam, our very own Assistant Commissioner, was awarded this honor at the 2018 Annual Conference 
for the Conservation Districts of Iowa. In a gracious speech, Colleen stated: 

I am honored to be associated with a group whose mission is informing, educating, and leading   
Iowans through local Soil and Water Conservation Districts to promote the conservation of          
natural resources.  

My greatest pride is in our local conservation office and the individuals who work there. They amaze 
me with their dedication, talents, and task commitment. But above all, is their cooperation in working      
together for the greater good. I canôt remember a board meeting where a senior technician did not 
praise a conservation technician assistant or intern for their skill in performing a specific task.  

I have no reason not to believe this is happening all over the state of Iowa! I am grateful for the  
privilege of being a small part of this vital mission.  

Thank you! 
Colleen began as a Monroe Co SWCD volunteer in 1990 by taking first-graders on field trip to the Lake Miami wetland. 
She welcomed teaching the young students about conservation of the land, the importance of our plants and animals, 
and the children planted trees and stocked the wetland with fish. Soon after, Colleen joined the SWCD as Assistant 
Commissioner. She continues to be active on our education committee, encouraging participation in scholarship        
programs and the poster contest, and attends Regional informational meetings to report back to the Commissioners.    

SERVICE AWARD - Monroe County SWCD Board member, Mervin McDanel, 
retired at the end of 2020 after 31 years of service as a Commissioner and 
Chairperson for 28 of those years. Mervin also served as liaison on the Soap 
Creek Watershed Management Authority Board for 30 years. His volunteer 
efforts have included attendance at monthly meetings, correspondence with 
legislators, personal contact with producers, and many other volunteer        
activities. Monroe County SWCD appreciates Mervinõs many years of service, 
support and dedication to promote soil conservation and water quality! 
(Pictured accepting his Service Award: Marvin Wirtjes - SWCD Commissioner,      
Mervin McDanel, and Don Niebuhr - SWCD Chariperson) 

 

 

SpriThank You!  Logan Hatfield 

Monroe Co SWCD 2020 Intern 
òIt has been quite an exciting       
opportunity to work among soil  
technicians and conservationists in 
my home county, especially during 
this bizarre period in history! I grew 
up in Lovilia, and always had an  
interest in wildlife and general con-
servation. It was not until I graduat-
ed Albia High School, though, that I received my first work opportunity 
in the conservation field. While pursuing a degree in Environmental 
Science and Agronomy at Iowa State University, I was a Seasonal Park 
Technician at Lake Miami for the summers of 2018 and 2019, and 
the Monroe Co SWCD intern for the 2020 Summer and Winter 
months. I appreciated working with each one of the Monroe Co NRCS, 

IDALS and SWCD staff. Thank you!ó 

Notes from  

Monroe County 

NRCS District Conservationist 

Welcome Nathan Rahe to the Monroe Co 
SWCD - USDA Service Center, working 
together to be better conservation leaders 
in our community. Nate grew up in    
Hillsboro, ILL and his family farms near  
St. Louis. He attained a Masters in        
Forestry with a focus in Soils from   
Southern Illinois University. Nate brings   
6 years of NRCS Soil Conservationist     
experience from Marion Co and 2 years 
experience as a Soil Conservationist   
Technician in Illinois. He resides in Pella 
with his family. ñI look forward to     
meeting with Monroe County producers   
to help design plans for use of conserva-
tion practices that best suit your goals and 
objectives of your land.ò  Contact Nate 
today to discuss your personal resource 
concerns and conservation plans. 

NRCS Soil Conservationist  Madi Hollingsworth joined the NRCS in 
July 2020, located in Monroe Co. Madi grew up in  Elgin, IA and now 
lives near Hedrick and her husbandôs family. Graduate of Iowa State    
University in Agronomy, Madi found her interest in conservation grow 
through her soils classes and multiple Pathways student internships in both 
Muscatine and Boone  Counties. Contact Madi today for any questions you 
may have concerning Federal NRCS programs.     

NRCS Soil Conservationist Suzy Flattery has been with NRCS since 
March 2019, located in Monroe Co. Suzy graduated from Albia High School and 
furthered her education at Northwest Missouri State University, obtaining her  
bachelors degree in Agricultural Science with a minor in Communications. She  
and her husband again reside in their home county. Having experience with both 
ag retail and conservation, Suzy has a well rounded perspective on all aspects of  
a farming operation. Contact Suzy concerning federal programs in any of the four 
counties she works with: Monroe, Appanoose, Davis and Wapello Counties.   b!/5 ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ aƻƴǊƻŜ /ƻ 

{²/5 - {ǘŀŎȅ aƻƻǊŜ 
WƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǊƻŜ {²/5 ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
нлнмΣ {ǘŀŎȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀπ
ǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлннΦ {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ     
ŀǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ 
ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ {ǘŀŎȅΗ 

 

Marvin Wirtjes helps review scholarship        
applications as part of the Education            
Committee. He also serves as SWCD liaison 
and representative appointment to the Soap 
Creek WMA Board. Marvin has served the  
Monroe Co SWCD since 1993 as an Assistant 
Commissioner, until 2013, when he was      
appointed to fill a Board vacancy and ultimately 
elected. We thank Marvin for his support!  

Don Niebuhr - Chair, has served the Monroe 
Co SWCD since 2005, many of those years 
as Vice-Chair and Treasurer. Don also serves  
as the Conservation Districtôs of Iowa       
Alternate Director. The Monroe Co SWCD 
appreciates Donôs leadership as we continue 
to benefit from his support and commitment. 

Bob Scott - Vice Chair, began his service in 2010.  
He continues to serve as Co-Treasurer and sits on 
the Education Committee. Bob has taken on       
financial audits for the District, as well as oversight 
at District financial reviews with IDALS-DSCWQ. He 
attends regional meetings to receive updates on the 
latest programs and provides input for Monroe 
County producers. 

Joe Pyle - Treasurer, has been active since 
2013. He is charged with District financial audits 
and reviews. Joe is also the Chairperson and 
Treasurer for the South-Central Iowa Cedar 
Creek Watershed Management Authority Board. 
He diligently works toward securing future    
funding for practices in Cedar Creek Watershed . 

Jim Nelson - Co Treasurer, newly elected in 2021 
after serving as Assistant Commissioner since 
2015. Jim has been appointed to Co-Treasurer and 
also serves on the REAP Board. Jim attends local 
and state meetings to  keep up-to-date on REAP 
programs, but also with state legislators to secure 
state cost-share funds to use for local erosion   
control practices.   

Colleen Putnam - Assistant Commissioner, has   
served since1999. A mainstay of the Education         
Committee, Colleen serves as the voice to bring     
awareness to Monroe County students, awarding annual 
scholarships, while also coordinating with local School 
Districts to participate in the Conservation Districts of 
Iowa soil conservation poster contest. Colleen is        
dedicated to continuing her assistance to the District and 
field office staff with administrative work products.   

2021 Monroe Co SWCD Commissioners     
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭ ƭƻǎǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎΣ  
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǎƻƛƭ ƭƻǎǎ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀǇǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ    
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΦ Thank You to each one of our Commissioners! 



 

 

 

 

 

ϝ²I!¢ ƛǎ ŀ ²a! ό²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅύΚ ! ²a! ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ  ŦƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎΣ ŎƛǝŜǎΣ {ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ό{²/5ǎύ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

ϝIh² ƛǎ ŀ ²a! ŦƻǊƳŜŘΚ ¢ǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΣ ōȅ ну9 !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ  ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ у ŘƛƎƛǘ   
ƘȅŘǊƻƭƻƎƛŎ ǳƴƛǘ ŎƻŘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘΦ [ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƭŜƎƛǎΦƛƻǿŀΦƎƻǾκŘƻŎǎκŎƻŘŜκнлмпκпсс.ΦǇŘŦ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƛƻǿŀŘƴǊΦƎƻǾκ9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ-tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴκ²ŀǘŜǊ-vǳŀƭƛǘȅκ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ-aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ-!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ 

ϝ²I9b ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ Lƻǿŀ /ŜŘŀǊ /ǊŜŜƪ ²a! ό{/L!// ²a!ύ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΚ ! ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ²a! ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ   
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƅƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ /ŜŘŀǊ /ǊŜŜƪ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝǾŜ ŜũƻǊǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ      
ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ǇǇŀƴƻƻǎŜΣ [ǳŎŀǎΣ aŀƘŀǎƪŀΣ aŀǊƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aƻƴǊƻŜ ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {²/5ǎΣ /ƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎΣ 
/ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǝŜǎΦ ! ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ну9 !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ aрлустп ǿŀǎ ŬƭŜŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ моΣ нлмр ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ    
ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {/L!// ²a!Φ hŶŎƛŀƭ ƭƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ну9 !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŬƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Lƻǿŀ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘΥ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƛƻǿŀŘƴǊΦƎƻǾκtƻǊǘŀƭǎκƛŘƴǊκǳǇƭƻŀŘǎκǿŀǘŜǊκǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘκŬƭŜǎκ{ƻǳǘƘ/ŜƴǘǊŀƭL!/ŜŘŀǊ/ǊŜŜƪψ!ƳŜƴŘŜŘ!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦǇŘŦ 

ϝ²I!¢ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ²a!Κ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ²a! ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƅƻƻŘ   
Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΦ          
! ²a! ŘƻŜǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ         
ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ  ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ! ²a! ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀȄƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΦ                         

нлнм {/L!// ²a! .ƻŀǊŘ hŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ hŶŎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜΥ /ƘŀƛǊκ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ-WƻŜ tȅƭŜΣ ±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊ-{ǘŜǾŜ aŎ/ƻƳōǎΣ                 
/ƻ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊǎ-[ƛƴŘŀ IŜƭƭŜǊ ϧ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aƻƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ - WŀƴŜƭƭŜ YΦ wŀƴŘŀǳΦ  

ϝ²I!¢ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ {/L!// ²a! ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΚ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ²a! .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΥ 
-tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΦ    -LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 
-wŜŘǳŎŜ ƅƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ     -LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ 
-{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΦ    -tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 
-wŜŘǳŎŜ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ /ŜŘŀǊ /ǊŜŜƪ ōȅ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΦ -{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΦ 
{ƛƴŎŜ нлмрΣ ǘƘŜ ²a! .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǊƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ     
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Cedar Creek Watershed covers 269,512 acres, comprising of 14 
sub-watersheds (ie.14 streams/creeks that lead into the main Cedar 
Creek) and extending into 5 counties: Appanoose, Lucas, Mahaska, 
Marion and Monroe. The headwaters actually begin to the west in  
Lucas County AND to the south at the Appanoose-Monroe County 
line. Flowing northward through Monroe and Marion Counties, Cedar 
Creek outlets into the Des Moines River just 2 miles south of Tracy 
near the Marion-Mahaska County line. Downstream communities   
include Eddyville and Ottumwa. 
Despite residents best efforts to mitigate challenges in the watershed, 
Cedar Creek still experiences significant flooding and water quality 
issues. An estimated 329,080 tons of sediment is being lost every 
year; equivalent to 16,454 dump tuck loads of soil. As more frequent 
and destructive flood events occur, water quality downstream can  
continue to deteriorate from excessive sedimentation and nutrient 
load. This will continue to be very costly in terms of water quality, but 
also infrastructure, agriculture and residential losses as well, to all 
communities within the Cedar Creek Watershed and along the Des 
Moines River downstream. Thanks to the South Central IA Cedar 
Creek WMA, efforts continue to protect our natural resources . 

Your contribution dollars help provide information and pro-

mote conservation to the public 

The SE Iowa Watershed Partnership 2020 RCPP proposal was successfully submitted in November. Through collective 
agreed support, the 2020 proposal includes 6 watershed areas: Lower DSM River WMAôs - South Central Iowa Cedar 
Creek WMA, and Soap Creek WMA; and Lower Skunk River Watershed Area WQI projects - Mahaska County South 
Skunk Cedar Creek Watershed Project, Cedar Creek Partnership Project, Lower Skunk Water Quality & Soil Health  
Initiative, and West Fork Crooked Creek & Long Creek Water Quality & Soil Health Initiative.  

The new partnership includes 15 adjoining counties. Since this is a regional program, applying as a partnership with a 
larger geographical area and more partner commitment all help in application success due to higher RCPP ranking 
points. If the grant proposal is accepted there would be an 
opportunity for participants within the SE Iowa Watershed 
Partnership Area to address water quality, soil health/loss, 
and overall watershed conservation concerns though       
financial assistance.  

23 Partners committed a total of $12,807,137.00 in    
matching funds. These matching dollars allowed final    
application for the $10M maximum RCPP grant funding 
amount. Award announcement is expected Spring 2021. 

�7�K�D�Q�N���<�R�X��to Soap Creek WMA and Monroe Co SWCD 
for supplying the initial grant writing cost for this great  
opportunity. �7�K�D�Q�N�V also go to James Martin/IDALS WC 
SE IA, and Ashley Utt/Pathfinders RC&D, for their 
knowledge and grant writing assistance. �7�K�D�Q�N���<�R�X���W�R���$�/�/��
�Q�H�Z���D�Q�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� 
 

SE Iowa Watershed Partnership Applies for NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Grant 

South Central IA Cedar Creek WMA Project Coordinator Introduction and UPDATE, Janelle K. Randau  

Shortly after receiving her education from ISU, Janelle returned to Oskaloosa to raise her family near the SW Mahaska Co 
family farm she grew up on. Together with her husband and children, they continued to use the agriculture and conservation 
knowledge learned through her years of experience and education to grow a small acreage family business of sustainable 
horticulture and livestock. Janelle began her career path into conservation through an IDALS position with the Mahaska Co 
SWCD, where she had the exposure to several types of District, State and Federal programs. In this position, she began    
valuable training and continued working relationships with IDNR Environmental Specialist GIS Analyst and IDALS Watershed 
Coordinator SE Iowa. Her direct experience and learning opportunity with the Muchakinock Creek Watershed Project led her 
to know a deeper desire for continued opportunities to work with watersheds. Janelle joined the Monroe Co SWCD in March 
2020 through an IDNR Water Quality Management Planning Grant as Project Coordinator of Cedar Creek Watershed Man-
agement Authority. Watershed contacts began in March 2020 by completing a survey to 1734 households, with plans for 
public engagement and information sharing as data is collected. On-site tillage surveys have been completed on roughly 
140,000 acres, including 7200 land units. Work continues for on-site erosion assessments of 39 designated priority gully 
sites, and an Iowa Soybean Association contract for 16 water testing collections of 14 sampling sites throughout Cedar 
Creek Watershed. Through the IDNR grant, this 18-month position allows for water quality management planning and pro-
duction of a valuable Watershed Management Plan for the entirety of the 269,512 acres in 5 counties that make up Cedar 
Creek Watershed. Upon completion of this Watershed Management Plan, the goal remains to establish a funded project that 

will offer landowners and producers cost-share dollars to install conservation practices within Cedar Creek Watershed. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.iowa.gov%2Fdocs%2Fcode%2F2014%2F466B.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1K2QOr9gHuQHOZeqphfM5pjwoKE0cAv8VkI1qk7sVlTHWHNHlbFONxS7A&h=AT3-t0ZU82_TGwVwPtdGUWjaSNmyXzgsW7qjEnZRXZb3NugiHDhcGyFwdHnbe-vL9X4Mqps7tvRbTzK-mIt8BsoI
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Watershed-Management-Authorities?fbclid=IwAR01So-Cg3JJVyk4NjyzYMpJAl291ZOohRh2bN13lnP89MeMrJpJ81JxRdg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iowadnr.gov%2FPortals%2Fidnr%2Fuploads%2Fwater%2Fwatershed%2Ffiles%2FSouthCentralIACedarCreek_AmendedAgreement.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1x3X4riEQN_2D-FaeysE6qBVjcswL6x9VFQNt-OMeOr7V_m2oyCHe9Wr0&h=AT1k9rP-6PPQazWG8uE6

