Thank YouFor Your Support!

The Monroe Co SWCD appreciates ALL past, present and future contributions!
Our involvement in the community through education, activities and awards
are made possible with your assistance. Volunteers welcome!

To continue your financial support, please send donations to:

Monroe Co SWCD

1701 S B St. Ste. 100 Albia, lowa 52531

We are very proud of all Monroe County Award Winners!
Congratulations as they progress in their education, careers, and agricultural endeavors
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| SERVICE AWARDMonroe County SWCD Board member, Mervin McDanel,

<\ | retired at the end of 2020 after 31 years of service as a Commissioner and

& \| Chairperson for 28 of those years. Mervin also served as liaison on the Soap

; 4 Creek Watershed Management Authority Board for 30 years. His volunteer

efforts have included attendance at monthly meetings, correspondence with
legislators, personal contact with producers, and many other volunteer
activities. Monroe County SWCD appreci
'support and dedication to promote soil conservation and water quality!

3 (Pictured accepting his Service Award: Marvin WirtjesSWCD Commissioner,

A Mervin McDanel, and Don NiebuhrSWCD Chariperson)
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Don NiebuhrChair has served the Monroe Bob Scott Vice Chajrbegan his service in 2010.

Co SWCD since 2005, many

as the Conser

appreciates D

Joe Pyle Treasurerhas been active since

2013. He is charged with District financial audit
and reviews. Joe is also the Chairperson and

Treasurer for the SeQdntral lowa Cedar
Creek Watershed Management Authority Bo
He diligently works toward securing future
funding for practices in Cedar Creek Wat

Creek WMA Board. Marvin h

as ViceChair and Treasurer. Don also serves
Alternate Director. The Monroe Co SWCD

to benefit from his support and r

He continues to serve ag@asurer and sits on
=) the Education Committee. Bob has taken on
=t'r i c finargial audits forothe district, as well as oversight
at District financial reviews with IDBCW/Q. He
i pttersds regioeal meetings to receiwe up ates on the
m | latest programs and provides input for Monroe
A County producers.

Jim Nelson Co Treasurenewly elected in 2021
after serving as Assistant Commissioner since
2015. Jim has been appointedToe@surer and

also serves on the REAP Board. Jim attends loc
and state meetings to kedap-date on REAP

programs, but also with state legislators to sg
state cosghare funds to use for local erosion

of those years
vati on
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Marvin Wirtjebelps review scholarship
applications as part of the Education
Committee. He also serves as SWCD lia
and representative appointment to the S

Monroe Co SWCD since 1993 as an Ass
Commissioner, until 20d%n he was
appointed to fill a Board vacancy and ultif
elected. We thank Marvin for his support

as served tt

control practices.

dedicated to continuin

Colleen PutnamAssistant Commissiongnas
served since1999. A mainstay of the Education
Committee, Colleen serves as the voice to bring
awareness to Monroe County students, awarding annual
scholarships, while also coordinating with local School
Districts to participate in the Conservation Districts of
lowa soil conservation poster contest. Colleen is
her assistance to the District and
field office staff with administrative work products.
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Cedar Creek Watersheavers 269,512 acres, comprising of| 14

subwatersheds (ie.14 streams/creeks that lead into the majn Cedz
Creek) and extending into 5 counties: Appanoose, Lucas, Mahask
Marion and Monroe. The headwaters actually begin to the fvest in
Lucas County AND to the south at the Apdoo@seCounty
line. Flowing northward through Monroe and Marion Countjes, Cet
Creek outlets into the Des Moines River just 2 miles south pf Trac
near the Maridfahaska County line. Downstream communities

include Eddyville and Ottumwa.
Despite residents best efforts to mitigate challenges in the waterst
Cedar Creek still experiences significant flooding and watef quality
issues. An estimated 329,080 tons of sediment is being lost every
year; equivalent to 16,454 dump tuck loads of soil. As more freque
and destructive flood events occur, water quality downstream can
continue to deteriorate from excessive sedimentation and futrient
load. This will continue to be very costly in terms of water quality, |

South Central IA Cedar Creek WMA Project Coordinator Introduction and UPDATE, Janelle K. Randau

Shortly after receiving her education from ISU, Janelle returned to Oskaloosa to raise her family near the SW Mahaska Cg
family farm she grew up on. Together with her husband and children, they continued to use the agriculture and conservatipn
knowledge learned through her years of experience and education to grow a small acreage family business of sustainable
horticulture and livestock. Janelle began her career path into conservation through an IDALS position with the Mahaska Cp
SWCD, where she had the exposure to several types of District, State and Federal programs. In this position, she began
valuable training and continued working relationships with IDNR Environmental Specialist GIS Analyst and IDALS Watersrred
Coordinator SE lowa. Her direct experience and learning opportunity with the Muchakinock Creek Watershed Project led Her
to know a deeper desire for continued opportunities to work with watersheds. Janelle joined the Monroe Co SWCD in Margh
2020 through an IDNR Water Quality Management Planning Grant as Project Coordinator of Cedar Creek Watershed Mai
agement Authority. Watershed contacts began in March 2020 by completing a survey to 1734 households, with plans for
public engagement and information sharing as data is collected. Gsite tillage surveys have been completed on roughly
140,000 acres, including 7200 land units. Work continues for orsite erosion assessments of 39 designated priority gully
sites, and an lowa Soybean Association contract for 16 water testing collections of 14 sampling sites throughout Cedar
Creek Watershed. Through the IDNR grant, this ¥8onth position allows for water quality management planning and pro-
duction of a valuable Watershed Management Plan for the entirety of the 269,512 acres in 5 counties that make up Cedar
Creek Watershed. Upon completion of this Watershed Management Plan, the goal remains to establish a funded project that
will offer landowners and producers cosshare dollars to install conservation practices within Cedar Creek Watershed.

SE | owa Watershed Partnership Applies for NRCS Regi o
The SE | owa Watershed Partnershllo 2020 RCPP proposal
agreed support, the 2020 proposa i scboaudtels 6Gemwtat &lIr sl
Creek WMA, and Soap Creek WMA; and LowdMah8klkunk CRuwnerwy
Skunk Cedar Creek Watershed Project, Cedar Creek Par
I nitiative, and West Fork Crooked Creek & Long Creek
The new partnershiP includes 15 adjoining counties.

| arger geographica area and more partner commitment
points. I f the grant propcsai i 3 acceptea tnere woul
opportunity for participants within the SE | owa Wate
PartnershiP Area to address water quality, soil heal
and over al water shed corservation concerns though
financial assistance.

23 Partners committed a total of $12,807,137.00 1in
mat ching funds. These matching doll ars all owed final
application for the $10M maxi mum RCPP grant funding
amount. Award announcemert is expected Spring 2021.
7TKDQNt<RXSoap Creek WMA and Monroe Co SWCD

for supplying the initial grant writing cost for thi
oppor t7Ki@Nys.o go to James Martin/ | DALS WC

SE I A, and Ashley Utt/ Pathfinders RC&D, for their
knowl edge and gr arKiDQWr<RX W&R $6si st ance.
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.iowa.gov%2Fdocs%2Fcode%2F2014%2F466B.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1K2QOr9gHuQHOZeqphfM5pjwoKE0cAv8VkI1qk7sVlTHWHNHlbFONxS7A&h=AT3-t0ZU82_TGwVwPtdGUWjaSNmyXzgsW7qjEnZRXZb3NugiHDhcGyFwdHnbe-vL9X4Mqps7tvRbTzK-mIt8BsoI
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Watershed-Management-Authorities?fbclid=IwAR01So-Cg3JJVyk4NjyzYMpJAl291ZOohRh2bN13lnP89MeMrJpJ81JxRdg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iowadnr.gov%2FPortals%2Fidnr%2Fuploads%2Fwater%2Fwatershed%2Ffiles%2FSouthCentralIACedarCreek_AmendedAgreement.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1x3X4riEQN_2D-FaeysE6qBVjcswL6x9VFQNt-OMeOr7V_m2oyCHe9Wr0&h=AT1k9rP-6PPQazWG8uE6

